Friday 4th
October 2024

Key Dates

9th October-Reception and
Year 1 Phonics Workshop
10th October—World Mental
Health Day (wear yellow)
22nd Oct—Parents’ Evening

Half term: 28th Oct—1st Nov

4th Nov—INSET

5th Nov—Start of term

12th Nov—0Odd Socks Day
15th Nov—Children in Need
20th Nov-Flu Vaccine Catch-
Up Session

27th Nov—Reception Vision
Screening

6th Dec—INSET

20th Dec—Last day of term

Further dates will be added here—
watch this spacel!

Queen Victoria Primary School

Newsletter

This week’s News

Happy Friday, everyone! There's lots to share about the week in
school. Firstly, thank you to all of the families who gave so generously
during our Harvest collection. Volunteers from Your Local Pantry
Manna House collected the he amount of donations today and they
were very grateful for the care and compassion shown by our school
community to help those in need. We held Harvest assemblies with
the children to tell them about the destination of their donations and
discuss the foods we are grateful for.

Year 4 were visited by Severn Trent Water this week who delivered an
engaging assembly to the year group al about the water cycle and
water conservation. The Mayor of Dudley, Hilary Bills, and her consort
also attended the session and took the opportunity to have a tour of
the school. They commented how impressed they were to see the
children focusing so well in their lessons.

Lots of our children demonstrated their bravery as they had their flu
vaccinations on Tuesday. One of the nurses told us before she left
how impressed she was by how polite and helpful several children
had been to the team around school.

Last week, we told you about artist, Sarah Williams, who came into
school to work with a group of Year 6 children on 4 acrylic paintings
which capture our school CARE values. Sarah from Bedazzle was in
school again on Wednesday to complete the project. The finished
pieces are stunning and will look great in the main entrance of the
school. Next week, Year 3 are looking forward to hosting theatre
group Loudmouth. We hope you have a lovely weekend.



Let’s Celebratel!

Children at the Heart. Aspiration. Responsible. Excellence

Positive Notes
We love letting our families know when their
children have been caught doing something
great in school! All staff give out positive notes
regularly for children who are going out of their
way in role modelling our school rules and CARE
values.

Award Winners This Week

CARE Awards Nursery: S
Each week, teachers award one child in their class Frankie ¥
who has had a remarkable week in demonstrating . .

. Reception:

our school values or going above and beyond to . .
follow our school Golden Rules: Ready, Respectful Sienna-Grace and Freddie
and Safe. Year One:
Children are awarded these certificates during our NeIIy—Rose and Scarlett
Friday Celebration Assemblies and are invited to
have squash and biscuits with a senior leader as a
special treat.

Year Two:
Kai and Rocio
Year Three:
Scarlett and Kelsie
Year Four:
Theo, Darcie and Joshua
Year Five:
Freddie , Tommy and Cara

Year Six:

Connor, Flynn and Harley ¥
*

If your child achieves an award outside of school, we

would love to celebrate it with them. Please let their class

teacher know so we can congratulate them too.




Attendance

Class Attendance Matters
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Perfection offin ayear
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98 /o school days

Impressive offin a year

Congratulations and thank you Attendance
to everyone for continuing to be (%)
in school every day, securing RD | 944
good attendance at Queen RF | 944
Victoria. 1N | 9857
We are pleased to announce 1p | 9929
that this week the whole school 2A | 9464
attendance is: 2M | 979
96.13
95.47% 38
3H 97.00
Let’s aim to get back to above 4) | 9449
96% next week! 45 9593
Attendance Awards AT | 964
Well done to the two classes in 5PB | 93:75
the school who have the highest | 5H | 96-82
attendance. They have been 5M | 95.00
awarded the weekly attendance 6C | 9630
trophies:
6H 93.45
88.15
YearsR, 1,2 & 3 Cup Winner: 1P 65
Years 4, 5 & 6 Winner: 5H
Attendance Crowns

Classes who have at least 95% attendance each week,

will continue to earn a weekly jewel for their class

Attendance Crown, this will contribute towards class

rewards that they can earn throughout the school year.

94% n
school days

Needs To Improve offin ayear

90% 19
school days

Concerns offin a year

) 29
8 5 /o school days

Serious Concerns offin ayear

From the first day of term to the last, the
small moments in a school day make a
real difference to your child:

statistics show a direct link between under-
achievement and absence below 95%
regular attenders make better progress, both
socially and academically

regular attenders find school routines, school
work and friendships easier to cope with
regular attenders find learning more
satisfying

regular attenders are most successful in
transferring between primary school,
secondary school, higher education and
employment or training

Keep checking the

attendance boards

each day!




“ It felt amazing to take part in this project. | made
the letter ‘E’. The words are powerful; the team
work was good.”

“ | feel happy about being chosen to do this
because | got to paint and draw on the
massive canvas! | hope that it stays there for

years to come! | was having a lot of fun!”

" It feels good to be chosen to do art with an artist. |
feel really proud for working in a team! It was really
good!”

“ | feel happy that | was chosen to work in a
team with people and to paint, | feel proud that

it's finished and | get to admire it.”




More News

World Mental Health Day-Thursday 10th October

Queen Victoria Primary will be joining thousands of schools across the UK by taking part in

Hello Yellow in support of YoungMinds on Thursday 10th October (World Mental Health
Day). We'll be holding an everyone-wears-yellow day. This could just be as simple as the

yellow polo shirt as part of uniform or any other yellow clothing so there is no need for

families to purchase something especially for the day.
YoungMinds have resources for parents and carers to find help and advice
if you're ever concerned about a child or young person. You can find this on their website:
www.youngminds.org.uk/parent .

Wear *"\\v

it loud. ~ . Hello ™
Wear Yellow
it proud.
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Photographs of Year 4's visit from Severn Trent
Water and the Mayor of Dudley.
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More great artwork

from Year 5 this

week!
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PE Days:
Class’s PE days are as Census Day
follows:
Thank you for supporting us on Thursday with the
Reception -Friday school census. It was great to see so many children
Year 1 -Friday

Year 2 -Friday
Year 3 -Monday
Year 4 -Wednesday
Year 5 -Thursday

+, OPEN FOR ENTRIES .+
NOW!

have a school dinner. The following children were our

lucky prize winners:
Nursery-Archie
Year 1-Olivia, Harper and Kevein
Year 2-Destiny and Leo
Year 3-William and George
Year 4-Skye, Ana and Eric

Year 5-Raylaq, Lisa and Carla

Year 6-Emily, Evie, Rees and Jacob

BBC 500 Words Competition \

What is it? A writing competition that runs from
September until Friday 8th November 2024. This year,
there are two age categories: 5-7 years and 8-11 years.
Children of all abilities are encouraged to use their
creativity and imagination to write a story they would
love to read, without the pressure of worrying about
spelling, grammar or punctuation. Please follow the

link if your child would like to get involved:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/articles/

J




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

" "IN-GAME CHAT

Video games are continuing to grow in popularity - including, of course, among children and young people
- and the emergence of gaming communities has been accelerated by the inclusion of chat functionality
across many different titles. While in-game chat isn't inherently a bad thing, it can create some concerns

about online safety and the people that children might be interacting with.

BULLYING AND ABUSE

While some in-game chat can turn toxic
because of how a match plays out, others

turn that way because of people who engage in
trolling - in essence, behaving in an offensive
and abusive way simply to cause painorget a
rise out of whoever they're talking to. These
‘trolls’ often lean on racial slurs, anti-LGBT
sentiment and other hateful rhetoric; they
normally feel most confident preying on
younger, more impressionable gamers.

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

| DIFFERENT TYPES
. OF CHAT

There are a number of ways that gamers
commonly chat with one another online. As the
name would suggest, in-game chat happens
within the game itself. There’s also party chat: a
group voice conversation that console users can
have with anyone on the same platform. This
tends to be more commonly used by players
who already know each other. Finally, many
gamers - especially on PC - will chatvia a

third-party app such as Discord. —

POTENTIAL FOR
PRIVATE CHAT

If a player would like a re-match with a (&
stranger after meeting them in the game, they
J can send a friend request, or use the party chat

CONTACT WITH
STRANGERS

Whether it's text- or voice-based, in-game ’
chatis frequently open to all players to use.

Many games default to making it an opt-in
function, but some don’t: meaning a child could
start seeing messages within the game from
people they're playing with, regardless of

whether they know those individuals or not.

While most strangers won't necessarily have ill
intent, there are some who may behave
inappropriately when chatting to a child -

m intentionally or otherwise.
S A

DANGER OF
GROOMING .

It's been reported that some young gamers
have encountered older players online who
pretend to be a lower age to manipulate
children, sending gifts in exchange for chatting
and sending photos. Just as on any messaging
platform, it’s good to advise young people to
avoid speaking to strangers; emphasise that
they shouldn’t accept gifts from anyone online
that they don’t know.

together in the future. For the most part, this is
harmless - but it might lead to messages being
\ exchanged in private. This could then escalate
‘ to the sharing of private information, and
potentially attempts to manipulate or scam
-m Younger players.
]

COMPETITIVE
ATMOSPHERE

Certain games are very competitive, and
players can sometimes get upset if they feela
teammate is underperforming, an opponent
won unfairly, or they're just a bad loser. This can
lead to unpleasant messages that stray away
from playful ‘trash talk’ and wander into the
territory of bullying. Some players have been
known to getincredibly abusive in situations like
this, and the impact of this on a young gamer’s
emotional wellbeing could be severe.

Advice for Parents & Educators

—sentaeseRiitn,

| LOCK—DO\NN IN- GAME CHAT

CONSIDER OTHER CHAT OPTIONS

In-game chat can oan be disabled in the game's settings. This allows

4 children to play without risk of contact from strangers — but it will need to
be done in each individual game. Text chat app inthe ofthe in
many titles, so it's normally easy to tal uick glance and see what's being said.
With voice chat, explain to children wh hav! s inappropriate, so they can spot
the dangers themselves. [

4 E .
REPORT POTENTIAL OFFENDERS

Most games offer a robust means of roporﬁng other players, so you

can flag an account as potentially harmful. This normally leads to the account

not being matched with yours in the future and, if that person’s conduct breaks any
of the game’s rules, they may be banned from playing entirely. This is done within the
game itself, so each title has a slightly different process, but these tend to be

designed for simplicity.
w Ly N
Meet Qur Expert

Lloyd Coombes is the Editor in Chief of GGRecon and has been working in
the games media industry for five years. He's also a parent and therefore
understands the importance of online safety. Writing mainly about tech
and fitness, his work has been published at sites including IGN,
TechRadar, and plenty more.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 02.10.2024

I3 /wuw.thenationalcollege

If a child wants to play with people they know, consider using party chator a
third-party service like Discord. This allows everyone involved to chat on a private
server and even en]oy each other 's company while playing different games. It's also
far more I g to join will need to request and| be granted access
- normally by whocver is hosting the chat.

COMMUNICATION IS KEY

Make sure children understand the differences between being competitive
and being abusive. Talk about what constitutes unusual or inappropriate behaviour
from strangers online. Be clear that if anything ever concerns or worries them, they

should tell a trusted adult as soon as possible. Empower children to identify the risks
ofin-game chat for themselves and reassure them they won't getin trouble for
seeking help if anything goes wrong. -

National
College’
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