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It has been another busy week at Queen Victoria! On Wednesday,

LU i LI i SR our Year 2 children went on a local area walk as part of their
we,ar yellow geography work. They did a fantastic job spotting human and
T 3 physical features and even discussed some improvements that
16th Oct - Dormston O‘_’e” evening could be made to the local area. Also on Wednesday, the school
ZEICICLE SR IRV photographer visited to capture new images for our website and
24th Oct bIINSET Day promotional materials. The children looked very smart, and we would

like to thank parents for ensuring uniforms were worn so proudly b
there were lots of smiles on show!
Thursday was census day, an important date for schools across the
country. We are grateful to all families for encouraging good
attendance and for supporting school dinners on this day, as this
information directly helps with the level of funding we receive from
the government. Year 3 also enjoyed a visit from the Loudmouth
Theatre group, who delivered an interactive anti - bullying workshop.
The children engaged brilliantly and came away with clear
messages about how to seek help and support.
Our budding authors in Year 6 have been writing some impressive
sentence structures and vocabulary to build tension. There were
some excellent examples of narrative writing.
Looking ahead, next Friday 10th October  we will be marking World
Mental Health Day . Children are invited to come to school wearing
something yellow to raise awareness and show support for positive
mental health and wellbeing.
Despite the forecast wind and rain, we wish all of our families a very
happy and restful weekend. Thank you, as always, for your continued
support.

27th bl31st Oct bl Half Term

3rd Nov blStart of Autumn Term 2
3rd Nov blKidz Fit Wellbeing Day
10th Nov blOdd Socks Day & Anti -
Bullying Week
14th Nov bIChildren in Need

3rd Dec - IRock Concert
5th Dec bIINSET Day

19th Dec blLast day of term

5th Jan blStart of Spring Term 1

Letter sent home this week

Year 6 Rugby club
Curriculum Newsletters
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Positive Notes & Behaviour Recognition

We love letting our families know when their children have been caught doing something great in school! All

staff give out positive notes regularly for children who are going out of their way in role modelling our school
CARE values. We also love recognising children who follow our school rules: Ready, Respectful & Safe, and

conduct themselves well in school by adding them to class recognition boards. Children who demonstrate

exemplary behaviour are awarded a Behaviour Recognition Note to bring home to let their grown

Children are awarded these certificates during our Friday
Celebration Assemblies and are invited to have squash and

biscuits with a sen

Remember to tell us

- - -

ach|evements outS|de
of school too blwe love
celebrating with them!

" Each week, teachers award one child in their
class who has had a remarkable week in

' demonstrating our school values or going
above and beyond to follow our school
Golden Rules: Ready, Respectful and Safe.

they have been golden.

CARE Awards

ior leader as a special treat.

' B 3

CARE Award Winners
This Week ¥

Nursery:
Leo
Reception:
Amara and Brody
Year One:
Joseph and Frankie

Year Two:

¥ Noah and Elijah
%

Year Three:
Lola- June and Jacob
Year Four:
Ivy and Alfie -Jai
Year Five:
Marika, Leighla and Prisha
Year Six:
Freddie, Dylan and Jackson

Well Done to all!

-ups know
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Class Attendance

Census Day Prizes This Week
Reception -Harrison and Brody Attendance
(%)
Year 1- Frankie RD | 82.00
Year 2-Noah, Elijah and Skyla RF | 87.89
1S | 94.07
Year 3-Brooke,Lacey
1P | 94.29
Year 4 - Olivia and Jacob 23 | 9333
Year 5 - Max, Amelia and Lauren 20 | 93.36
3B | 91.07
Year 6 - Olly,Heyle and Carla

3M | 94.14
4CB | 96.15
4P | 96.90
The impact of Attendance on Achievement at Queen Victoria. 5H | 93.08
55 | 92.80

Our records from last year show just how important good
‘ ’ ‘ t = t = ’ t t 5M 8875
6C | 92.38
Pupils with 97% attendance or higher = ' | S O ’6H 1 92550
a year) achieved the best outcomes Bbover 80% reached the 6s | 97.62

expected standard in reading, writing and maths.

Keep checking

By comparison, only  half of pupils with attendance below

e - LN IR (1 cicndance N
. ] ) boards each

In maths, 84% of children with the best attendance achieved the

expected standard, compared with just 62b70% of those with

lower attendance.

Overall, children with strong attendance were much more likely to
achieve well in every subject.

Every day in school really does count bgood attendance gives
your child the very best chance to succeed!
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make a diference!



Classes with good attendance during October can earn additional opportunities to spin

=5

Individuals with good attendance (96%-+) during October will be automatically entered

into a prize draw to win a £20 Asda voucher for their family!
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Year 2 Local Area Walk

This week, Year 2 took their geography learning out into the community
with a walk around the local area. The children explored and identified a
range of human features (such as houses, shops and roads) and physical
features (such as trees, grassed areas and hills). They also thought care-
fully about how the local area could be improved to make it even better
for the people who live here.

This work links directly to our Year 2 geography curriculum, where children
learn to:

1 Use geographical vocabulary to describe the features of their
environment.

1 Recognise similarities and differences between their local area
and other places.

1 Suggest ways to improve the local environment, showing re-
sponsibility for where they live.

The children showed curiosity, responsibility and lots of enthusiasm
throughout the walk ~ bwell done Year 2!



This week Year 3 had a powerful and thought - provoking visit from
Loudmouth Education for their Bully Busters workshop. The session
used lively drama and interactive discussion to bring to life key is-

sues around bullying, emotional wellbeing and online safety bl all

designed especially for Key Stage 2 children. he workshop helped

pupils to:

i Recognise different types of bullying (including cyberbullying)

i Understand the emotional impact bullying can have

i Explore strategies for intervening safely and for seeking help

i Identify trusted adults and support networks

1 e N " e -
their mental health

i Discuss how bystanders can make a difference

Loudmou

° ‘ ¢ 4 bl Tackling Bullyiag with Loudmouth
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Teyoo”
October between 3.30pm 16.30pm to offer advice and support. Please come
and speak to her in the Lower School Hall if you have any questions. No
appointment needed.
COAT EXCHANGE
Please feel free to look at our coat exchange stock which will be located in
the Lower School Hall during Parents evening. There is no charge for any
items. This is a great, environmentally friendly way to keep warm this
autumn and winter!
Autumn 2025 . /_\
Health & Wellbeing Update Dudley
for children and families in Dudley
https://healthydudley.co.uk/wp - content/uploads/2025/09/Health -Wellbeing -

Update -for-children -and -families -in-Dudley - Autumn -2025.pdf



https://healthydudley.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Health-Wellbeing-Update-for-children-and-families-in-Dudley-Autumn-2025.pdf
https://healthydudley.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Health-Wellbeing-Update-for-children-and-families-in-Dudley-Autumn-2025.pdf
https://healthydudley.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Health-Wellbeing-Update-for-children-and-families-in-Dudley-Autumn-2025.pdf

Open windows warning

* Keep low furniture away from open windows so that
children can’t climb up and fall out

* Install window catches (to limit how far they can open)
and locks if you can

*’ If you opt for a lock keep the keys somewhere you can
find them in case of emergencies
child acciden*

prevention trust




Starting primary school in
September 2026

Why not apply for a place online?

If your child was born between | September 2021 and 31| August 2022
they will be due to start primary school in September 2026.

You MUST complete an application form either online at www.dudley.gov.uk/admissions or by completing
an application form from your home local authority by 15 JANUARY 2026. You can include five school
preferences on the application; there is nothing to gain by only putting one preference.

Applications will be available from | October 2025.

Benefits of applying online

= E-mail decision received by 2pm on day of offer

* It's quick and easy to use

* You can apply 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

* There's no risk that your apphcation will be lost in the post

You will get email confirmation that your application has been received
» It's safe and secure

The online system will be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week from | October 2025
until the closing date for applications on 15 January 2026.

Please note: Even if your child already attends a school nursery or has an older sibling at school, do not assume
that your child will automatically gain a place at that school. This is a common misconception and often the biggest
cause of disappointment for parents who believe otherwise.

For further mformation please contact Dudley School Admissions Service on 0300 555 2345.

D G{—\ one click ... makes it quick
LUl € www.dudley.gov.uk/admissions
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Could You Spare a Little Time to Make a Big Difference?

We are looking for volunteers to come into school and listen to children read. Just a small
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reading.
No experience is needed bjust a love of books, a warm smile, and a willingness to

encourage young readers.

All volunteers will be subject to the necessary

safeguarding checks, including a DBS.
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What/Parents & Educators/Need to'Know about

BSCHOOLYAVOIDANCE

School avoidance refers to reduced attendance or non-attendance at school by a
- child or young person. In 2022-23, more than one in five children in England were

found to be absent from school over 10% of the time. This guide focuses on school
UNDERSTAND,NG avoidance with an emotional basis, offering expert mental health advice. However, it's ACT OF

IMP
SCHOOL AVOIDANCE important to remember that school avoidance is a hugely subjective experience SCHOOL AVOIDANCE

which requires a tailored, individual approach.

S LEARNING AND
4% "\ DEVELOPMENT

School refusal can negatively impact a young
person’s learning and development. Attending
school on aregular basis not only supports
academic attainment but is also important for
the development of key life skills and the growth

of children and young people as citizens.
[ QRAPE B _4
LONG-TERM OUTCOMES

The difficulties associated with school
non-attendance can be far reaching and may
have a negative impact on long-term
outcomes. It may, for example, lead to reduced
future aspirations, poor emotional regulation,
mental health difficulties, limited academic
progress and restricted employment
opportunities.

REASONS FOR ABSENCE

School avoidance is sometimes underpinned
by several factors rather than one single cause.
This could include something going on for the
child or young person within the family or at
school. A child may have caring responsibilities
at home, for instance, or a change in family
dynamics; bullying and friendship difficulties at

hool; p to achi insch k and
exams; or moving from primary school to
secondary school.

TGS B e
PATTERNS OF ABSENCE

You may notice patterns in regular absences
or children regularly expressing that they don’t
want to attend school (particularly being
reluctant to leave home on school days). If a
child or young person is neurodiverse, there is
some evidence to suggest there are more
aspects of school life which can cause distress
—such as changes in the environment, changes
of routine and sensory stimuli.
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CYCLE OF ABSENCE ﬁ

Consistent absences may contribute to
sustained school avoidance over time. Further
to this, the longer a pupil is out of education, the
more likely it is that there is a rise in their
ongoing need to avoid the activity making them .m
anxious - increasing their desire to stay at
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COMPLAINTS ABOUT
PHYSICAL SYMPTOMS

There may be an increase in a child or young
person’s complaints about physical symptoms,
particularly on school days or the evening
before school. These could include tummy
aches, headaches, or saying they feel ill when
there doesn’t appear to be a medical cause.
Always check with the GP first to rule out
medical causes or iliness.

y

WORK TOGETHER M MANAGE OVERWHELMING FEELINGS
If there’s a concern about a child’s absence and emotional wellbeing, it’s important
: that there is clear communication and a consistent approach between the child’s help them manage difficulties. These could include mindfulness, deep breathing
parents and the school, so you can take a child-centred approach together towards or going for a walk. This helps them understand that you are working together
a plan of support or reintegration. This ensures a consistency of approach from towards a common goal, and that these strategies can be used when bigger
both home and school, creating better outcomes for the child. feelings arise.

RECOGNISE POSITIVE STEPS -

i

Acknowledge the child’s worries, listen and di: ping strategies together to

FOLLOW REGULAR ROUTINES

Children can benefit from a regular and consistent routine. This could be
amorning routine, from waking up and having breakfast through to getting

Drawing attention to a child's successes - be they big or small - can help to

give them some much-needed confidence and motivation. Celebrate these daily
dressed, packing their bag and leaving the house. A consistent evening routine victories - such as getting out of bed on time or completing school work - and don't
which is calm and spent away from screens can also give children much needed hesitate to let the child know when you're impressed or proud of them. Such an
predictability and familiarity. Schools can help create atimetabled routine for the "~ approach can goalong way.

child’s school day, if required.

Meet Qur Expert

With 30 years’ experience as a teacher, trainer, consultant and interim
executive board member, Anna Bateman has a superb understanding
of what works in pedagogy, school improvement and leadership. She
has also advised the Department for Education on their mental health
green paper.

The
National

College’

Source: See full reference list on guide page at: nationalcollege.com/guides/school-avoidance
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 17.05.2024




