Friday 10th
October 2025

Key Dates

14th Oct—Parents’ Evening
16th Oct-Dormston Open evening
17th Oct—Y5&Y6 Banter vs Bullying
Workshop
23rd Oct—Black History Day
24th Oct—INSET Day

27th —3i1st Oct— Half Term
3rd Nov—Start of Autumn Term 2
3rd Nov—Kidz Fit Wellbeing Day
10th Nov—0Odd Socks Day & Anti-
Bullying Week
14th Nov—Children in Need

3rd Dec-iRock Concert
5th Dec—INSET Day

19th Dec—Last day of term
5th Jan—Start of Spring Term 1

Letter sent home this week

Year 3/4 Astley Burf
Year 6 Rugby Club
Year 5/6 Basketballl

Queen Victoria Primary School

Newsletter

This week’s News
Thank you to everyone who joined in with World Mental Health Day on Friday
by wearing yellow. The school was full of colour and smiles, and it was
wonderful to see children showing their support for such an important
cause. You can find out more about World Mental Health Day and ways to
support children’s wellbeing on the Mind website.
On Thursday, the School Vaccination Team visited to run a catch-up session
for flu vaccines. Thank you to families for returning consent forms promptly
and helping the day run smoothly.
Our October Attendance Fest continues to be a big hit! It's been lovely to see
classes who spun the Attendance Prize Wheel last week enjoying their
rewards — from silly sock days to choosing a prize from the treasure chest.
The children have been so excited to collect their attendance letters each
week, and several classes are already very close to earning another spin!
Keep up the great attendance — every day really does make a difference.
Looking ahead to next week:
Parents’ Evening will take place on Tuesday. We look forward to welcoming
families into school to discuss children’s progress and celebrate their
achievements.
The Friends of Queen Vic will also be meeting on Tuesday afternoon. We
would love to welcome new members to help support our fundraising efforts
for the school. If you are interested in joining, please contact the school
office for details.
Applications for Reception places for September 2026 are now open. Word
of mouth is one of the best ways to share what makes our school so special,
so please recommend us to family and friends who may be looking for a
school place for their little one. School tours can be booked by contacting
the school office.

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend from us all at Queen Victoria!



Let’s Celebratel!

Children at the Heart. Aspiration. Responsible. Excellence

Ldid "\
something
excellent
today!

Positive Notes & Behaviour Recognition

We love letting our families know when their children have been caught doing something great in school! All
staff give out Positive Notes regularly for children who are going out of their way in role modelling our school
CARE values. We also love recognising children who follow our school rules: Ready, Respectful & Safe, and
conduct themselves well in school by adding them to class recognition boards. Children who demonstrate
exemplary behaviour are awarded a Behaviour Recognition Note to bring home to let their grown-ups know
they have been golden.

CARE Award Winners
This Week ¥*

Nursery:

CARE Awards

‘ Each week, teachers award one child in their
- class who has had a remarkable week in

~ demonstrating our school values or going Alyssa
above and beyond to follow our school

Golden Rules: Ready, Respectful and Safe.

Reception:

Children are awarded these certificates during our Friday CalEaeielely

Celebration Assemblies and are invited to have squash and Year One:
biscuits with a senior leader as a special treat. Sophie-Louise and Paris

A huge well done to this week’s super stars! Year Two:

¥ Bella and Leia
%

Year Three:

Golden Coin Winners Jacob and Ekam
AVO-4P Year Four:
Jamie-Lee and Hussain
Rayyanne-5S
Year Five:

Oscar, Amelia and Phoebe

Year Six:

Ava, Neve and Cara
Well Done to all!




n\ttendance

Class
The impact of Attendance on Achievement at Queen Attendance
Victoria. Attendance
(%)
Our records from last year show just how important good RD | 88.00
attendance is for children’s success: RE | 9474
Pupils with 97% attendance or higher (less than 6 days’ 1S | 9815
absence ina yeqr) achieved the best outcomes — over 80% 1P | 95.00
reached the expected standard in reading, writing and maths. 2J | 90.00
By comparison, only half of pupils with attendance below 20 | 9586
93% (more than two weeks’ absence) reached this standard. 3B | 90.00
, , i 3M | 97.24
In maths, 84% of children with the best attendance achieved the
expected standard, compared with just 62-70% of those with 4CB | 915
lower attendance. 4p | 9621
5H | 90.40
Overall, children with strong attendance were much more likely 5s | 98.40
to achieve well in every subject.
5M | 93.91
Every day in school really does count — good attendance gives 6C | 957
your child the very best chance to succeed! 6H | 90.00
6S | 9476

Keep checking

. , the attendance
This week's attendance: 93.59%

boards each
It’s great to see our overall attendance improving week on week. Let’s work together

1
to get back above 95% next week — every day in school really does make a difference! week!

“ DAILYCLAS
A huge well done to our 4 classes who earnt a chance to spin the attendance prize
wheel in assembly on Friday! Classes have won a special book box for their
classroom, a wild hair day, prizes from the treasure chest and an extra session with
the Chromebooks next week respectively.




Classes with good attendance during October can earn additional opportunities to spin - {

our attendance prize wheel by collecting letters to spell the word ‘October’.

Individuals with good attendance (96%+) during October will be automatically entered

into a prize draw to win a £20 Asda voucher for their family!

Some classes are just one letter away from completing the challenge!




On Friday, our school came alive in shades of yellow as pupils and staff joined together for World Mental Health
Day. It was wonderful to see so many smiling faces, vibrant outfits, and a real sense of community spirit as we
showed that no one is alone when it comes to mental health.

Why Hello Yellow?

“Hello Yellow” is YoungMinds’ annual campaign inviting everyone to wear yellow in support of young people’s
mental health. The message is simple but powerful: to let children and young people know there is someone
who cares, that their feelings matter, and that help and support are available.

The YoungMinds campaign also encourages fundraising: many schools, community groups, and families raise
vital funds to support the charity’s work. YoungMinds These funds help YoungMinds provide support, resources,
advice and advocacy for young people’s mental health. YoungMinds

While we did not run a formal fundraiser as a school this year, families and community members who feel
moved to make a donation can do so directly via the YoungMinds website.

Most importantly, we want to share the resources which YoungMinds offer to support parents and carers if you
ever need help and advice to support your children. This includes:

. online resources (www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/)
e aphone line, open 9.30am-4pm (0808 802 5544)
. an online chat for parents and carers to speak to trained professionals if you're concerned about your

children’s mental health (www.youngminds.org.uk/parents-helpline/)

Hello Yellow! % 00"


https://www.youngminds.org.uk/support-us/fundraising/helloyellow/

COAT EXCHANGE

Please feel free to look at our coat exchange stock
which will be located in the Lower School Hall during
Parents evening. There is no charge for any items.
This is a great, environmentally friendly way to keep
warm this autumn and winter!

Harvest collection

m [l BETHEL
CHURCH
L

BLACKHEATH - MANNA HOUSE .
Vicarage Road, Blackheath 723, Vicarage Road, Blackheath
Email: bethelblackheath @outlook.com Email: mannzhouse72a @gmail.com

Manna House ClO Charity Reg No:1188732

Queen Victoria Primary School
Bilston St,

Sedgley,

Dudley.

DY3 1JB

8™ Qctober 2025
Dear Mr Priest,

A big ‘thank you’
| am writing on behalf of Bethel Church, Blackheath to thank your school for
supporting our Manna House Pantry Project.

We were delighted to receive your generous Harvest food donations.
Well done to you all!

Looking after a home & family is very expensive. Coming to the Pantry helps
many local families to save money on their food bill. The money they save can
then be used to pay for other bills such as the rent, gas and electricity instead.

Manna House is currently helping between 120 & 140 families each week
with their grocery & household shop, so a well-stocked Pantry will give them
plenty of choice.

For regular updates please follow us on social media.

Kind regards,
Anne Shelton

Notices e

~




A

FREE bus

.

travel for parents

this October half term

All day, unlimited travel from
27 October until 2 November

Parents, guardians and carers can enjoy
unlimited free bus travel across the
West Midlands during these dates.

How to claim

Applications are open from Monday 6
October until Wednesday 15 October.
Just scan the QR code (or visit tfwm.org.
uk/october) to apply!

Once applications close, we’ll email you
with instructions on how to redeem your
free travel through your Swift account.

West

’ . V¥, We
You're Bussing It §§¢ Midlands




Starting primary school in
September 2026

Why not apply for a place online?

If your child was born between | September 2021 and 31| August 2022
they will be due to start primary school in September 2026.

You MUST complete an application form either online at www.dudley.gov.uk/admissions or by completing
an application form from your home local authority by 15 JANUARY 2026. You can include five school
preferences on the application; there is nothing to gain by only putting one preference.

Applications will be available from | October 2025.

Benefits of applying online

= E-mail decision received by 2pm on day of offer

* It's quick and easy to use

* You can apply 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

* There's no risk that your apphcation will be lost in the post

You will get email confirmation that your application has been received
» It's safe and secure

The online system will be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week from | October 2025
until the closing date for applications on 15 January 2026.

Please note: Even if your child already attends a school nursery or has an older sibling at school, do not assume
that your child will automatically gain a place at that school. This is a common misconception and often the biggest
cause of disappointment for parents who believe otherwise.

For further mformation please contact Dudley School Admissions Service on 0300 555 2345.

D G{—\ one click ... makes it quick
LUl € www.dudley.gov.uk/admissions




AL RGTionQl Unline Sarety, we DelieVe In eMPOoWering Parants, Carers ana trusiad OQUITE With tThe INTOMAation 1o NOIA AN INOMeQ CONVErsation about onime Sarety with thew Chiiaren, SHowla they feel
Itis nesded. This guide focuses on one of many lssues which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of, Please visit www.nationaloniinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for aduits.

-, What Parents &\Carers Need to)Know about Y

IHOWITO/COMBAT//
LYONLINE'BULLYING

Defined as "ongoing hurtful behaviour towards someone online”,
cyber-bullying makes its victims feel upset, uncomfortable and unsafe. In the digital world,
it has numerous forms - such as hurtful comments on a person’s posts or profile; deliberately
leaving them out of group chats; sharing embarrassing images or videos of someone; or spreading
gossip about them. Cyber-bullying can severely impact a young person’s mental health .. so, in
support of Anti-Bullying Week, we've provided a list of tips to help trusted adults know what to look
for and how to respond to it.

ending on their age, your 4
child might not want 3 ptyll‘.n! w@
i htlng their battles for them'.
In that case, talk through their
¢ options wlth them (blocking the
per| deleting the q| Ip and
soon). Bx ilowln your child to
choose the path they take, you're
putting them in control but are also
demonstrating that ¥ou re morc to
support them clong h

2. KEEP TALKING
© Regular chats with nzo\mg pooplo

5 | about their online
prﬂcﬁeo in gonoral, but th'y can

be an n.t! ufruhor to
ve :
&&r You might want to
indudo why it's important to

orrly connect online with poo ple we
know and trust, and why pa: (vonh
should always remai uent

!vom our bnt Mondn

Protecting themselves online
is the , of course, but
1 young o should also feel
- 0 help if they
X oﬂ'm plo lall victim to
1 Ilying. Evon if they don’t feel
conﬂdom enough to call oomm
out on their abusive behaviou
online, they can still conﬂdomialry
report that person to the app or
game where the bullying occurred.

9. SEEK EXPERT ADVICE

. lf an onllno bulocng Inck.lom doos
/] occur, it

B:{ your chlld h read bout

ened. ult tly romind

; thoy con al y. como to

pIn trouble,
You might also suggest a
trusted family me r the
.. could turn to, in case the
tt;o embarrassed to tell

FURTHER SUPPORT AND ADVICE

you or your child need additional help with an online bullying issue, If the nature of any online
hon are some specialist organisations that you could reach outto. =, bullying makes you suspect [ g
Childline: talk to a trained counseljor on 0800 1111 or online at :::::‘rno.l:‘rtchlld I' ﬁ‘““"‘"' ny. ¢

www.childline.org.uk/get-support danges'=

or if there oro any signs
National Bullying Helpline: counsellors are cvullnro on 0845225 §

whatsoever of explicit images
or by visiting www.nationalbullyinghelpline.co.uk cyb«bullylngmml being shared as part of the

bullying - then you should gather

The NSPCC: tho s ch hasa to the signs of bullying at ' relevant screenshots as i
WWW.NSPCC.0| wml-ll-chll -abuse -of-cbuulbullylng-cnd- idence and re| tho Incldorm
cyberbullyin can be reached on 800 5000 to your local police force.

Meet Qur Expert

Dr Claire Sutherland is an online safety consultant, educator and
researcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and
cyber safety policies for schools. She has written various ocademic
papers and carried out research for the Australian government
comparing internet use and sexting behaviour of young people in
the UK, USA and Australia.

National
. Online .
Safety’

= #WakeUpWednesday.

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com ,@natonlinesafety n [NationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety
Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered Into. Current as of the date of release: 09.11.2022




