
Curriculum Newsletter 
Year 1 Autumn Term 2  
The teachers in Year 1 this term are: 
 

• Mr Purcell - 1P 

• Miss Scott - 1S 

English 
This half term in English, the children will 
begin by exploring the poem On Fireworks Night by 
Andrew Collett. They will enjoy listening to the poem, 
spotting patterns and sounds, and learning new 
vocabulary to describe what they see and hear during 
Bonfire Night. This will help them develop their use of 
adjectives and nouns in simple sentences. 

Following this, the children will move on to a writing unit 
linked to their History topic. They will be creating their 
own non-chronological report called Toys of Christmas 
Past. Through reading, discussion and hands-on 
exploration of old and new toys, the children will learn 
how to organise information, write clear sentences and 
use describing words to explain what toys were like 
long ago. By the end of the unit, each child will have 
produced a simple report that shares facts and 
descriptions about toys from the past 

Maths 
This half term, we will be focussing on Addition 

and Subtraction. Children will become familiar and 

confident with representing and partitioning numbers 

to 10. They will explore different ways to add and 

subtract, using number bonds to 10, and practising one 

more and one less. Later in the term, we will move on to 

learning about 2D and 3D shapes, naming them, 

exploring their features, and sorting them in different 

ways. 

Science 
This half term, the children will continue  to 

explore how animals are different. Through discussion 

and observation children will also compare and group 

animals. The use of scientific vocabulary will be actively 

encouraged. At the end of this topic, we will consider 

what scientists, such as Joan Beauchamp Procter and 

Tanesha Allen, have learned from observing animals.  

Assembly Themes 
Whilst our assemblies this half term will focus on our CARE values, 
key dates such as remembrance, and World Mental Health Day 
will be  

History 
This half term, the children will travel 
back through the last 100 years to 
explore how toys have changed over 
time. They will look at old and new toys, 
discovering what they were made from what they 
can tell us about life in the past. The children will 
compare toys and investigate how materials and 
technology have changed, and think about which 
toys children enjoyed long ago. Finally, they will 
use a range of sources and real examples to build 
a picture of what play looked like for children in 
the past compared to today.  

Design Technology 
This half term in Design and Technology, 
the children will be learning about 
simple mechanisms. They will explore 
how sliders and levers work, look at moving 
pictures in books, and learn the vocabulary linked 
to these mechanisms. The children will then 
design, make and evaluate their own moving 
picture using a slider or lever. 
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Home Learning 
Homework will be shared with children every 

week. This will include a Spelling activity 

related to the spelling rule or focus that 

children have been learning in school.  Chil 

 

‘Reading is the gateway for children that 

makes all other learning possible.’  

Barak Obama 

 

We love to hear about what you’ve been 

reading, and see that Reading Records are 

being used to record reading moments.  

Year 1 Autumn Term 2  
Year 1 will be supported by: 

Miss Harris            Miss Brookes 

Mrs Deakin-Smith 

PE 
This half term, we will be focussing on 

fundamental skills or yoga and fitness. Year 1 will 

have PE every Friday.  

PE Kit 

• plain white t-shirt 

• plain black shorts or black tracksuit bottoms 

• Plain black hoodie (with or without school logo) 

• Plain trainers 

• no jewellery  

If children cannot take out their own stud earrings, 

we politely ask that these are removed before the 

start of the school day.  

Music 
This half term in Music, the children will explore 
tempo. They will use their bodies and instruments 
to respond to fast and slow music, and learn a rhyme and 
song that focus on changing speed.  

RE 
This half term in RE, the children will be learning about 
why Christmas matters to Christians. They will explore 
the Nativity story in more detail, look at different images of 
Jesus’ birth from around the world, and think about why 
Christians believe Jesus is so special. The children will also learn 
about Advent as a time of waiting and preparing, and reflect on 
what people might be thankful for at Christmas today.  

Mastering Number 
We will learn to recognise numbers and 

number bonds to 10 using different equipment. 

Experiences 
• Friday 7th November - Black Country 

Museum Little Makers Outreach Workshop. 

PSHE 
This half term in PSHE, we will be exploring 
Celebrating Differences. The children will learn 
about what makes them unique, how to show 
kindness and respect to others, and how to 
recognise and celebrate the differences that make 
each of us special.  

Computing 
This half term in Computing, the children will be 
learning about pictograms. They will collect simple 
data and use it to create and read pictograms to help 
them understand how information can be organised 
and displayed.  


