Curriculum Newsletter

The teachers in Year 2 this term are:

Vo

. Mrs Jassal- 2J
. Miss Oakley- 20

English
Our class story this half term is The Owl Who Was Afraid
of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson. We will be exploring the text through
Shared Reading lessons and using it to support our writing. In
writing, we will be learning how to create non-chronological reports
about nocturnal animals, with a particular focus on foxes and owls.

We will be:

Identifying the features of non-fiction texts

[ ]
e Learning the difference between fiction and non-fiction
[ ]
e Using a formal tone in our writing
[ ]
e Including key non-fiction features such as headings,
subheadings, factual sentences, and labelled diagrams
[ ]

Later in the half term, our reading focus will move to The Polar
Express by Chris Van Allsburg. We will also be using the short film
‘Edgar the Excitable Dragon’ (from Literacy Shed) to inspire our
narrative writing. Children will be developing story structure,
character description, and descriptive language to write their own
imaginative stories.

Assembly Themes

Whilst our assembilies this half term will focus on our CARE values,
key dates such as Children in Need and Anti-Bullying Week will be

explored.

Science

In Science, we will continue to develop our

understanding of animals, including humans. We will be
learning about the basic needs that all animals share in order
to survive, such as food, water, air and shelter.

Alongside this, we will be learning about Florence Nightingale.

We will find out who she was, why she is remembered, and
how her work changed hospitals and nursing forever. The
children will look at how hospital conditions have improved
since Victorian times and discuss how Florence Nightingale’s
ideas about cleanliness and care are still used today.

Maths

In Maths, the children will be learning how to use

place value charts and dienes to add and subtract

two-digit numbers. They will practise using these methods to
solve calculations fluently and apply their understanding to a
range of questions. We will continue to emphasise the
importance of understanding the value of each digit in a
number. The children will represent their calculations in
different ways, using concrete manipulatives , pictorial
drawings or representations, and written methods. This will
help them to build a strong, secure understanding of number
and develop confidence when solving calculations
independently.

History

In History, we will be focusing on

changes in our local area. We will look

closely at how Sedgley has changed

over time, including the High Street. The children
will compare past and present photographs to
explore how buildings, shops, clothing, roads and
transport have developed. We will discuss why
these changes may have happened and think
about how life might have been different for
people living in Sedgley in the past. We will also
look at organising photographs and information
chronologically.

Design Technology

In DT, the children will be exploring

objects that have wheels and axles.

They will look closely at how different

mechanisms work and what their purpose is in
helping objects to move. The children will have the
opportunity to handle and investigate real
examples, discussing how the wheels and axles are
joined and how movement is created. They will
then apply this understanding when designing and
making their own moving toy car.
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Year 2 will be supported by:
. Mrs. Thompson
. Mrs Jukes

PE
We will be focussing on fundamental skills
for gymnastics in 2J and invasion games in 20..
Year 2 will have PE every Friday.

PE Kit

. plain white t-shirt

. plain black shorts or black tracksuit bottoms

o Plain black hoodie (with or without school
logo

. Plain trainers

. no jewellery

If children cannot take out their own stud earrings,
we politely ask that these are removed before the
start of the school day.

Mastering Number

In Mastering Number, we will be deepening our
understanding of place value and the number system, with a
particular focus on numbers to 20. We will then apply this to
numbers up to 100.

Experiences
. Monday 3rd November— Kidz Fit
o Tuesday 4th November—Toy Time workshop
with HSBC
Music

In Music, the children will continue to learn how to

play different tunes using the recorder and begin

to read music notes. Music lessons will be delivered by a
music teacher from DPA.

In RE, the children will continue to study Christianity

with a particular focus on the good news that Jesus

brings. We will be learning about how Christians worship and
practise their faith, including prayer, church services, songs and
celebrations. The children will have opportunities to discuss
how Christians show kindness, care and love towards others
and reflect on how these values can be seen in their own lives.

PSHE

In PSHE, our focus this half term is Celebrating

Differences. We will be learning about stereotypes and
exploring how everybody is different in their own way. The
children will discuss what makes each of us unique and special,
and why it is important to respect and value these differences.
We will also think about how our behaviour and words can
help others to feel included, confident and safe.

Computing
In Computing, the children will be developing their
coding skills through a range of activities on Purple
Mash. They will learn how to input and follow
algorithms, as well as use timers and simple
commands to control on-screen objects.

Home Learning
Homework will be set via online platforms. Your
child will receive log in details for TT Rockstars,
Numbots, and Accelerated Reader. A creative
homework task will be set at the beginning of

each half term. Children should bring in their

homework to share with the class the final week of

the half term.

Please continue to listen to your child read their
reading book daily and record their reading in
their reading records. There are regular
opportunities for children to win books from our
reading raffle if they read regularly at home and
their reading records have been signed.



