
Curriculum Newsletter 
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The teachers in Year 5 this term are: 
• Mr Seymour—5S 
• Mrs Jarrett (Mon-Thurs) - 5H 
          Mr Brown (Fri) - 5H 
• Miss Shackell— 5M 

English 
In writing, we will be exploring the poem 
The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes. The 
children will continue to develop their 
grammar and punctuation skills to help them 
create effective, well‑structured sentences. We will 
then move on to The Nowhere Emporium, where 
the children will write action pieces and 
persuasive texts inspired by the book’s fantasy 
setting. 
 
In reading, we will continue with The Explorer by 
Katherine Rundell, focusing on characterisation, 
vocabulary choices, and retrieving key 
information. After this, our reading lessons will 
shift to The Nowhere Emporium by Ross 
Mackenzie. 

Maths 
This half term, we will be focusing on 
fractions. Children will develop their 
confidence in comparing, ordering, and finding 
equivalent fractions. They will also learn how to 
convert between mixed numbers and improper 
fractions, before moving on to adding and 
subtracting mixed‑number fractions. 
We will continue to strengthen the children’s skills 
in the four operations to ensure they are secure 
and able to apply these confidently. 

Science 
This half term, your child will be observing, 
investigating and exploring the properties of everyday 
materials. We will compare and group materials based 
on qualities such as hardness, transparency, solubility, 
conductivity and whether they are magnetic. We will 
also investigate which materials dissolve and learn how 
to separate different mixtures. Throughout the unit, we 
will explore reversible changes, such as dissolving and 
changes of state, and compare these with irreversible 
changes. 

Assembly Themes 
Whilst our assemblies this half term will focus on our CARE values. 
Year 5 classes will be sharing their learning  with parents in our class 
assemblies.  

Geography 
This half term in Geography, we will 
be exploring “How is life different 
across Africa?” We will be learning about the 
countries that make up the African continent 
and investigate how physical geography 
varies from place to place. We will also look 
at differences in human geography, including 
population, settlements and culture. The 
children will explore how economic activities 
and land use shape people’s lives and 
consider the impact tourism on  African 
countries.  

Art 
 

This half term, we will be focusing on 
Portraits using paint and mixed 
media. We will develop skills in creating 
interesting portrait drawings using 
words, experimenting with materials 
and techniques, and constructing self-
portraits that represent aspects of 
themselves. 
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Year 5 will be supported by: 
 
• Miss Higginson 

PE 
This half term, we will be focussing on hockey, 
swimming or basketball. Year 5 will have PE every 
Thursday but swimming lessons will be on a Monday.  
 

PE Kit 
• plain white t-shirt 
• plain black shorts or black tracksuit bottoms 
• Plain black hoodie (with or without school logo 
• Plain trainers 
• No jewellery  
 

If children cannot take out their own stud earrings, we 
politely ask that these are removed before the start of 
the school day.  

Music 
This half term in music, we will 
be focusing on South and West 
African music. We will learn to 
sing a traditional song, use tuned 
percussion instruments to explore the 
chords and create our own eight‑beat 
break for a group performance. 

RE 
This half term in RE, your child will learn about the 
Jewish worldview, the importance of the Torah, and 
how different Jewish communities interpret it. 
We will explore how these influence daily life, and 
how some Jewish practices are adapting to 
modern ideas about gender and climate.  

Home Learning 
Homework will be shared with children 

every other week. This will include a 
Spelling activity related to the spelling rule 
or focus that children have been learning 

in school.  
 

In between, we are actively encouraging 
all children to be reading at home and 
logging into TTRockstars as often as 
possible.  
 

‘Reading is the gateway for children that 
makes all other learning possible.’  

Barak Obama 
 

We love to hear about what 
you’ve been reading, and see 
that Reading Records are being used to 
record reading moments.  

French 
We will be developing knowledge and skills to 
describe the weather and present a weather 
forecast in the foreign language. This enables us to 
link the weather vocabulary with map work, 
compass points and general geography.  

Experiences 
WB 5th January Pantomime – Rick Whittington 
WB 19th January HSBC Finance Education  
WB 9th February Safer Internet Day  and  Children’s mental health week. 

PSHE 
In PSHE, our focus will be on dreams and goals. 
We will  look at jobs that people they know do, and 
reflect on what types of jobs they might like to do 
when they are older. The children will  compare 
similarities and differences between themselves and 
someone from a different culture.  

Computing 
This half term in computing, we will be exploring 
spreadsheets. Our work will involve testing formulas, 
creating our own formulas and then applying these 
skills when creating our own spreadsheets based on a 
real-life situation. 


