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Key Dates

10th February-Eating Well for less
workshop for parents 9-1lam
(booking is essential)
10th February-Parents’ Evening
13th February—inclusive Sports
Experience Day
25th February-Individual School
photographs
6th March-Year 3 trip to Wroxeter
Roman City
16th-20th March-Astley Burf-Year 3
and 4

Library Visits
20-9th February

1S-26th February

Class Assembilies
5S-26th February
1P-12th March
1S-19th March

All assembilies start at 9:15am

Queen Victoria Primary School

sletter

This week’s News

It's been a wet and windy week in school, but despite the weather,
there’s been lots of learning and memorable experiences taking
place.

On Monday, our Reception and Year 1 children took part in their dental
survey. Thank you to families for supporting this important check,
which helps promote good oral health from an early age.

On Wednesday, Year 4 children enjoyed a visit to the Shri
Venkateswara Mandir in Olbury as part of their RE learning. Staff were
incredibly impressed by the children’s respectful behaviour and the
thoughtful way they engaged with this valuable cultural experience.

Class 5H performed their class assembly on Thursday morning—well
done to all the children for an engaging performance. Thank you to
families who were able to attend and support the class. Also on
Thursday, unfortunately, the Year 1 walk to Sedgley Library had to be
postponed due to the heavy rain. We will look to rearrange this when
the weather improves.

Looking Ahead

Next week is our final week of the half term. On Friday, we are very
excited to be hosting an Inclusive Sports Experience Day, with Active
Future Wolverhampton joining us in school. Children in will have the
opportunity to experience inclusive sports such as, boccia and
seated volleyball as well as wheelchair basketball for Key Stage 2
children. All children from Reception to Year 6 should come to school
wearing their PE kit for the day. It promises to be a fantastic and
inspiring experience—not to be missed!
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Class Attendance
This Week
Exciting Attendance Incentive:
Attendance
Make-it Monday and Full House Friday! (%)
RD 92.0
We are thrilled to announce a fun new initiative to encourage regular attendance RE 100
amongst our children: Make-it Monday and Full House Friday. We will be giving small 1S 941
incentives to children who attend two Mondays and two Fridays in a row, starting :
Monday the 2nd of February until Friday 13th February 2026. 1P 943
2J 931
Children who attend two Mondays and Fridays in a row will receive a treat on the 93.9
second Friday. Our goal is to continue to motivate consistent school attendance. 20 i
3B 96.2
Attendance Text Messages 3M 914
- . . 4CB 94.8
To support our CARE values of Responsibility and Excellence, you may receive a friendly
text message encouraging strong attendance, especially on Mondays and Fridays. 4P 94.0
5H 924
We may also send praise messages to celebrate children with great or improved 55 946
attendance. Please share these with your child so they feel proud of their effort. :
5M 933
Thank you for working with us to ensure every child is here, ready, and learning every 6C 90.9
day. 6H 941

This week’s attendance:

&) 93.71%
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A well done to all the children for

coming into school this week. Our

Persistent Absences have reduced

by 2% in the last 2 weeks!

Keep checking

the attendance

boards each

% DAILY.CL




Let’s Celebrate! °.*
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Children at the Heart. Aspiration. Responsible. Excellence

something
excellent
today!

Positive Notes & Behaviour Recognition

We love letting our families know when their children have been caught

they have been golden.

CARE Award Winners

CARE Awards

Each week, teachers award one child in their class who has
had a remarkable week in demonstrating our school values
or going above and beyond to follow our school Golden Rules:
Ready, Respectful and Safe.

Children are awarded these certificates during our Friday
Celebration Assemblies and are invited to have squash and
biscuits with a senior leader as a special treat.

A huge well done to this week’s super stars!

) CARE.(

AWARD
\

doing something great in school! All
staff give out Positive Notes regularly for children who are going out of their way in role modelling our school
CARE values. We also love recognising children who follow our school rules: Ready, Respectful & Safe, and
conduct themselves well in school by adding them to class recognition boards. Children who demonstrate
exemplary behaviour are awarded a Behaviour Recognition Note to bring home to let their grown-ups know

Nursery:
Andonea
Reception:
Oakley and Kaylem
Year One:

John and Carter
Year Two:
Marcel and Mira-Rose
Year Three:
Harry and Erin
Year Four:
Etinosa and Amelia
Year Five:
Emily, Erik and Darcie

Year Six:

Georgia and Dougie

Well Done to all!




Year 4 Mandir Visit  “c..o"

On Wednesday 4th February, Year 4 went on an exciting trip to the Mandir in Oldbury. We
have been learning all about Hinduism in our RE lessons and this trip really brought to life
what we have been studying. Our guide around the Mandir was one of the devotees who
attends the temple and she explained to us the history of the site and what they do there.
We found out that the Hindu temple was more than just a place to pray, but a place to seek
guidance and charity. We were lucky enough to experience a ceremony where we saw
Hindu priests bless the deities and lead a prayer session. This was a fantastic opportunity for
the children to have such a valuable first-hand experience.
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With Gentle Impact

Mobile Vaccination
Clinic

No need to book, just hop on board

Flu, MMRV, RSV, Pertussis

{whooping cough) and COVID-19
vaccines available for those eligible
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STOUR VALE

TEACHER
TRAINING HUB

THE BLACK COUNTRY, SOUTH STAFFS & SHROPSHIRE

Join us for our next:

Get School
Experience Event

Friday 6" March

The Earls High School, Halesowen

Sign up for the
Are you a graduate? event here :’" k)
A . contact us T WL
Interested in becoming a teacher? more information (7} :

Do you know someone who is?

X @ ¢

EACH 1355655 DSTOURVALETEACH



At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What:Parents & Educators Need toknow!about

SCHOOIVAVOIDANCE

School avoidance refers to reduced attendance or non-attendance at school by a
child or young person. In 2022-23, more than one in five childrenin England were
found to be absent from school over 10% of the time. This guide focuses on school

avoidance with an emotional basis, offering expert mental health advice. However, it's
important to remember that school avoidance is a hugely subjective experience

IMPACT OF
SCHOOL AVOIDANCE

UNDERSTANDING

SCHOOL AVOIDANCE
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which requires a tailored, individual approach.

REASONS FOR ABSENCE

School avoidance is sometimes underpinned
by several factors rather than one single cause.
This could include something going on for the
child or young person within the family or at
school. A child may have caring responsibilities
at home, for instance, or a change in family
dynumics, bullying and frlendshlp difficulties at
I; p to achi in school k and
exams; or moving from primary school to
secondary school.
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PATTERNS OF ABSENCE

You may notice patterns in regular absences
or children regularly expressing that they don't
want to attend school (particularly being
reluctant to leave home on school days). If a
child or young person is neurodiverse, there is
some evidence to suggest there are more
aspects of school life which can cause distress
—such as changes in the environment, changes
of routine and sensory stimuli.
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COMPLAINTS ABOUT
PHYSICAL SYMPTOMS

There may be an increase in a child or young
person’s complaints about physical symptoms,
particularly on school days or the evening
before school. These could include tummy
aches, headaches, or saying they feel ill when
there doesn’t appear to be a medical cause.
Always check with the GP first to rule out
medical causes or iliness.

o

LEARNING AND
DEVELOPMENT

School refusal can negatively impact a young
person’s learning and development. Attending
school on aregular basis not only supports

| academic attainment but is also important for
the development of key life skills and the growth

of children and young people as citizens. =
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LONG-TERM OUTCOMES 99

The difficulties associated with school
non-attendance can be far reaching and may
have a negative impact on long-term
outcomes. It may, for example, lead to reduced
future aspirations, poor emotional regulation,
mental health difficulties, limited academic
progress and restricted employment
opportunities.
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CYCLE OF ABSENCE

Consistent absences may contribute to
sustained school avoidance over time. Further
to this, the longer a pupil is out of education, the
more likely it is that there is a rise in their
ongoing need to avoid the activity making them
anxious — increasing their desire to stay at
home.
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> Adwce for Parents & Educators

-
WORK TOGETHER “’\

If there’s a concern about a child’s absence and emotional wellbeing, it’s important
that there is clear communication and a consistent approach between the child’s
parents and the school, so you can take a child-centred approach together towards
a plan of support or reintegration. This ensures a consistency of approach from
both home and school, creating better outcomes for the child.
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FOLLOW REGULAR ROUTINES

Children can benefit from a regular and consistent routine. This could be
amorning routine, from waking up and having breakfast through to getting
dressed, packing their bag and leaving the house. A consistent evening routine
which is calm and spent away from screens can also give children much needed
predictability and familiarity. Schools can help create a timetabled routine for the
child’s school day, if required.

Meet Qur Expert

With 30 years’ experience as a teacher, trainer, consultant and interim
executive board member, Anna Bateman has a superb understanding
of what works in pedagogy, school improvement and leadership. She
has also advised the Department for Education on their mental health
green paper.
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Source: See full reference list on guide page at: nationalcollege.com/guides/school-avoidance

X @wake_up_weds I} /wuw.thenationalcollege

Acknowledge the child’s worries, listen and discuss coping strategies together to
help them manage difficulties. These could include mindfulness, deep breathing
or going for a walk. This helps them understand that you are working together
towards a common goal, and that these strategies can be used when bigger

feelings arise.
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RECOGNISE POSITIVE STEPS -
Drawing attention to a child's st - be they big or small - can help to

give them some much-needed confi and motivation. Celebrate these daily
victories - such as getting out of bed on time or completing school work - and don't
hesitate to let the child know when you're impressed or proud of them. Such an
approach can go along way.
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Users of this guide do so at theirown discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 17.05.2024




