Friday 15th
May 2026

Key Dates

20th May blBook Bus
22nd May bIINSET Day
18th June - Year 2 Trip
26th June - Careers Day
6th July blY3 Art Exhibition
6th July - Class Photographs/
Individuals catch ups
7th July - Year 6 Production at
Dormston
14th July bf ‘
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17th July - Y6 Graduation
20th July BIINSET Day

Sports Day
Summer Fair

Term Dates
22nd May -End of Summer Term 1

1st June - Children return to school.
17th July bl End of Summer Term 2
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This week, our Year 6 children completed their SATs tests and we could not be
prouder of the attitude they have shown throughout the week. The children
approached each day with excellent focus, determination and concentration,
demonstrating maturity and resilience from start to finish.

Most importantly, whatever their final results may be, the children should feel
incredibly proud of the way they conducted themselves this week. Their effort,
attitude and commitment have been fantastic and they have represented our

school brilliantly.

Of course, there is still plenty of important work ahead! The children will now
continue preparing their writing for teacher assessment, which contributes
towards their final outcomes. Alongside this, there is lots still to do as we
prepare the children for their exciting transition to secondary school

- of - year production!

mention the important matter of their end

We would also like to thank the rest of the school community for supporting
Year 6 so thoughtfully this week. Children across school helped create a calm
environment by remaining settled in classrooms, waiting patiently for later
playtimes and moving quietly around school. Your support and cooperation
really helped our Year 6 children focus during such an important week.

A huge thank you must also go to our wonderful school staff and catering team
who helped provide our free SATs breakfast each morning. It was lovely to see
the children starting the day together in such a positive and relaxed way before

their tests.

On Friday, Year 6 enjoyed celebrating the end of SATs week with
Queén Vic Mile chalienge. Well done to all of the children who j'biﬁed in and
gave it their best effort whilst running along to the disco tunes
wonderful to see so much energy, fun and positivity across the playground!

Notices

Book Bus Visit bWednesday 20th May

We are pleased that the Book Bus will finally be returning to school next
Wednesday. Thank you for your patience whilst we waited for this rearranged

date following previous cancellations.
INSET Day and Half Term Reminder

Please remember that next Friday is an INSET Day and school will be closed to
pupils. Children will break up for May half term on Thursday 21st May and return
to school on Monday 1st June.
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Attendance Matters! Class
We are absolutely delighted to celebrate the best attendance we have seen across the Attendance
last two weeks this year  blwhat a fantastic achievement by our children and families!
A huge thank you for your continued support in ensuring children are in school every day, Attendance
on time and ready to learn. The improvement in attendance across school has been (%)
" C e e e o s e o RD<| ~ - 92 . -
momentum going and make excellent attendance the norm for the rest of the term!
RE 100
) ) 1S 91.9
Friday Festival Success!
Our Friday Festival has been a huge success and the Queen Victoria Mile was a fantastic 1P 98.2
way to end the week together. It was amazing to see children across the school 2] 93.3
encouraging one another, showing determination and teamwork as they completed the
mile and proudly received their medals. The atmosphere around school was wonderful 20 94.5
and the children thoroughly enjoyed the event. 3B 938
A huge thank you to staff and families for supporting these events and helping us make 982
attendance something we celebrate together. 3M :
L bl there is3till lots more éxcitément to come! 4CB 95.6
4P 96.7
Great Attendance Across School 5H 91.8
Congratulations to all classes who achieved strong attendance this week. Every day in 95.8
: : : 5S :
school matters and helps children succeed both academically and socially.
5M 91.7
6C 95.3
School Attendance this week: 95.27% oH 00

Thank you once again to all families for supporting our drive to improve attendance Keep checking
across school. Together, we can continue building a culture where every day counts! the attendance

boards each
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Positive Notes & Behaviour Recognition

We love letting our families know when their children have been caught doing something great in school! All
staff give out Positive Notes regularly for children who are going out of their way in role modelling our school
CARE values. We also love recognising children who follow our school rules: Ready, Respectful & Safe, and
conduct themselves well in school by adding them to class recognition boards. Children who demonstrate
exemplary behaviour are awarded a Behaviour Recognition Note  to bring home to let their grown -ups know
they have been golden.

CARE Awards CARE Award Winners

Each week, teachers award one child in their class Nursery:
who has had a remarkable week in demonstrating our
school values or going above and beyond to follow
our school Golden Rules: Ready, Respectful and Safe.

Willow

Reception:

Children are awarded these certificates during our .
Ethan and Archie

Friday Celebration Assemblies and are invited to have
squash and biscuits with a senior leader as a special
treat.

Year One:
v S o Irsa and Arabella
Year Two:
Casian and Daisy - May
Year Three:
Alfie and Lacey - May
Year Four:
Lola and Rejoice

Year Five:

Lauren, Leighla and Phoebe

Year Six:

6C and 6H
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Dudley Performing Arts

Super Demo
Evening!

Thursday May 21st - 4.30pm -7pm
Cable Plaza, Waterfront West,

UEEN VICTORIA ROCKERS!

Brierley Hill, DY5 1LW FEATURING
Would you like to learn a musical instrument 1P, 1S, 2J, 20, 3B, 3M, 4CB, 4P, 5H, 5M, 58, 6H,
but unsure which one? 6C

Why not come along and see what's on offer?

» See and hear the different instruments. 08:45 6 MAY 2026 - 12:00 5 JUNE 2026
« Try out instruments you are interested in.

« Meet the teachers.
» Find out about music lessons in school or at Cable Plaza

« Ask any questions you may have. ’

No need to book, just turn up.
Any lurther questions contact dpa.csdudliey.gov.uk
or phone 01381 813865
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Change your story

Reading for pleasure can help grow

empathy

Enjoying books and discovering new perspectives
within the pages of a story can be a great way to
introduce children to a range of experiences and
viewpoints. The more a child reads, the more likely
they are to be exposed to new narratives which can
help them develop empathy.
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LT . showed that

26 0% of children and young people who read in their

free time at least once a month said it helps them to

be confident.
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Reading for enjoyment can spark
T - + o K + e
...and provide escape as well as inspire creativity. Even
fantasy can still speak truth to a child about their
place in this world.
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Reading can expand horizons

A book can provide children with a way to discover

new worlds, meet new people and learn about the
, T ‘ -fict®bn bopoks and |
autobiographres or books and magazines exploring
historical events or figures.
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Reading is not just a good way to fill the time. It has important and far
benefits which go beyond a love of a good book. When children and young people
enjoy reading, they are more likely to create a habit and read more often which in turn
will help to build vital reading skills and bring with it a wider range of benefits...

t - 1

a t

-reaching

Reading for pleasure can support your
M

Rrecent National Literacy Trust research also revealed
that twice as many children and young people who

enjoy reading in their free time have above average
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15.7%) reading skills which wiII support them in their
school journeys and beyond.
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How much should my child read a day?

It can feeBdaunting to factor in fmare time for activities

such as reading with your child each day or
encourage your child to find time to read on their own
in their free time. We know that life is busy for many
reasons, with competing priorities on your time. As
children get older, they are also more likely to have
higher demands on their own time from homework
and sports to other activities including simply
spending time with friends. We want to encourage you
that it is not about the specific length of time a child
reads that is significant, although we love the idea of
even finding time to  take 10 minutes a day to read.
Finding ways to make reading fun, fit it into your day -
to - day routine and not becoming stressed or overly
caught up with the length of time your child spends
reading will help build a manageable habit and grow
a love of reading, rather than it feeling like a chore.

—— Grow a love of reading
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What you are doing as parents and carers at home
has a significant impact on your child. Finding time to
read With your children or encouraging your less -than

feel like a challenge. However, there are lots of simple,

| everyday ways you can encourage your children to

grow a love of reading.


https://literacytrust.org.uk/reading-for-pleasure/families/
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