
Curriculum Newsletter 

Year 1 Summer Term 2 
The teachers in Year 1 this term are: 
 
• Mr. Purcell 
• Miss Scott 

English 
In English this half term, Year 1 will be exploring the 
exciting story Grandma Bird by Benji Davies. Through this 
adventurous text, the children will develop their writing skills by 
creating detailed setting descriptions and writing letters that 
include both exclamation marks and question marks. To enrich their 
writing, the children will learn about the different types of birds 
found on the Shetland Islands, using this knowledge to add 
interesting details to their letters. They will be encouraged to use 
ambitious adjectives to make their writing more vivid and to use 
the conjunction and to join two ideas together in their sentences. 

Alongside Grandma Bird, the children will also enjoy reading Way 
Back Home by Oliver Jeffers. This heartwarming story will inspire 
discussion, imagination and creativity, helping children to develop 
their reading comprehension skills and deepen their understanding 
of characters, settings and events. Throughout the term, we will 
continue to build confidence in speaking, listening, reading and 
writing through a range of engaging activities linked to these 
wonderful texts. 

Maths 
In Maths, the children will be developing their 
understanding of place value within 100. They will use 
practical equipment, pictures and models to explore 
tens and ones, helping them understand how two-digit 
numbers are made. The children will practise counting, 
reading, writing and representing numbers to 100, 
comparing numbers. 

Alongside this children will begin to tell the time, 
including sequencing events and recognising key times 
such as o’clock and half past. They will also begin to 
explore money, recognising and using coins and notes. 

Science 
This half term in Science, we will be exploring the 

question “How can we identify different plants and 

trees?” Children will learn about the parts of a plant and 

what plants need in order to grow. They will identify and 

name a variety of common plants and trees, including 

deciduous and evergreen trees, and begin to spot 

differences between them. Children will also find out 

about plants that we can eat and think about where 

fruits and vegetables come from.  

Assembly Themes 
 

Our assemblies this half term will focus on our CARE values,. 

History 
Who were Queen Victoria and Queen 

Elizabeth II? 

In History, the children will be learning about 

monarchs, including Queen Victoria and 

Queen Elizabeth II. They will explore what a 

monarch is, look at important symbols such 

as a crown, palace and coronation, and find 

out about key events from Queen Victoria’s 

and Queen Elizabeths lives. The children will 

also begin to compare how life, including 

travel, changed during the different reigns.  

DT 
In DT, the children will be learning about 
food and nutrition by designing and making 
their own salad. They will explore a range of 
fruits and vegetables, thinking about their 
colours, textures, tastes and smells. The 
children will practise simple preparation skills, 
such as washing, peeling, cutting, mixing and 
arranging ingredients safely. They will also 
learn about making healthy choices.  
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Year 2 will be supported by: 
• Mrs  Fletcher 
• Miss Brookes 
• Miss Latham 

PE 
This half term, we will be focussing on Striking 

and Fielding and Target Games. Year 1 will have PE every 

Friday. 

PE Kit 
• plain white t-shirt 
• plain black shorts or black tracksuit bottoms 
• Plain black hoodie (with or without school logo 
• Plain trainers 
• no jewellery  
If children cannot take out their own stud earrings, we 
politely ask that these are removed before the start of 
the school day.  

Music 
In Music, the children will use their voices, body 
percussion and instruments to create sounds linked to 
an underwater theme. They will practise listening, copying 
rhythms and performing together.  

RE 
In RE, the children will be learning about different 
places of worship and why they are important to many 
believers. They will explore key features of churches, 
mosques and synagogues, considering how these places 
may vary and learn how they support their local 
communities. 

Home Learning 
Homework will be shared with the children at 
the start of the half term. They will be asked 
to complete a project and share it with the 
class in the final week of this half term.  
 
In between, we are actively encouraging all  
children to be reading at home and logging 
into TTRockstars and Numbots as often as 
possible.  
 

‘Reading is the gateway for children that 
makes all other learning possible.’  

Barak Obama 
 
We love to hear about what you’ve been 
reading, and see that Reading Records are 
being used to record reading moments.  

Mastering Number 
We will learn to recognise numbers and 
number bonds to 10 using different equipment. 

Experiences 
• 19th June—Sports Day 
• 26th June—Summer Fayre  
 

PSHE 
In PSHE, our focus this half term will be Changing 
Me. The children will learn about life cycles, 
growing from babies to adults, and how change is a 
normal part of life. They will explore what makes them 
special, recognise similarities and differences, and think 
about ways to cope positively with change.  


